Deeper fairway into the Port of Gothenburg

Ensures direct services
by sea to Sweden and
access to the world for
Swedish industry.

Swedish industry is dependent
on direct deep-sea services.
More than 70 per cent of Sweden’s foreign trade takes place by sea.
The Port of Gothenburg is the largest port in Scandinavia and the only
port that can receive modern, deep-sea cargo vessels, opening up direct
shipping to every corner of the world. Below are just some of the benefits
to be gained from deepening the fairway:
•	Direct shipping offers Swedish industry access to a rapid, dependable
means of transportation that is both cost-effective and sustainable.

Solution.
•	Broaden and deepen the fairway leading into the Port of Gothenburg.
Increase the maximum vessel draught from the current 13.5 metres
to around 17.5 metres.
•	Broaden and deepen the turning basin outside the container
terminal at the Port of Gothenburg.
•	Reinforce the quays and terminal areas to adapt to the increased
depth, allowing two large vessels to be handled at the same time.
•	12 million cubic metres of dredge spoils will be taken up, largely clay.

•	By deepening and broadening the fairways we can assure Swedish
industry and Sweden as a nation that direct shipping will continue.

•	The plans will be put into immediate effect as the depth is currently
limiting the size of vessels that can call at Swedish ports.

•	Direct calls allow the largest cargo vessels to enter the port fully
loaded. Not only is this more sustainable, it also ensures the future
development of the cargo fleet.

•	The estimated cost will not exceed 2.5 billion kronor, of which 1.255
billion kronor will be covered through government funding.

•	Half the country’s container trade passes through the Port of Gothenburg.
•	Cargo worth billions of kronor is handled at the port every year.
The Port of Gothenburg is the primary transit point for 30 per cent of
Sweden’s exports.

ESTIMATED DRAUGHT FULLY LADEN

Direct route

2'–3' containers
11.5 m*

Transhipment

3'–5' containers
12.6 m*
5'–10' containers
14.2 m*

55

Sweden’s widest liner
services including
55 direct services.
Shortening the distances
for Swedish industry.

10'–15' containers
15.4 m*
15'–20' containers
16.0 m*
≥20' containers
17.3 m*
The image shows a selection of service destinations.
*) based on TEU; 20-foot containers

Larger vessels require
deeper ports.

Significant socioeconomic
benefits.

•	The global cargo fleet has grown at a rate no one could have
anticipated when the fairway was last deepened. In just 15 years,
the carrying capacity of container vessels has increased by
50 per cent.

The Port of Gothenburg is the largest and most important cargo
hub in Sweden, with a nationwide catchment area and sustainable,
prioritised rail links.

•	Even larger vessels are already on the drawing board.
•	Deep-sea vessels capable of carrying over 20,000 containers
call at the Port of Gothenburg on a regular basis but are currently
unable to do so fully loaded.
•	The present depth of the fairway is a limiting factor. Certain vessels
are unable to enter any of the ports in Sweden.
•	A key aspect of the investment in fairway deepening and quay
reinforcement is the potential to handle several deep-sea vessels
at the same time.

•	The Port of Gothenburg has been designated by the EU as one of
Sweden’s five core ports, highlighting its strategic significance
in the European logistics network.
•	Deeper and wider cargo vessels can make direct calls from other
continents and would arrive carrying more cargo, resulting in
significant economic and environmental benefits.
•	This visionary initiative would produce substantial socioeconomic
benefits. For each krona invested, society will receive four in return.
•	The OECD, the Swedish Maritime Administration, the Swedish
Transport Administration, and TRAFA, the Swedish government
transport analysis agency, have all endorsed the deepening and
widening of the fairway leading into the Port of Gothenburg.
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